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DORCHESTER SAILING CLUB (DSC) 
Grant Making & Subsidy Policy 

 

1. Purpose 

The purpose of this policy is to set out to whom, for what purposes and how DSC makes grants 
and subsidies.  

2. Introduction  

DSC is a charitable company registered at the Charity Commission with charity registration 
number 1168067 and Companies House with company registration number 4178631.  

What are DSC’s purposes? 
 
DSC’s objects are the promotion of community participation in healthy recreation by the 
provision of facilities for:  

• the sport of sailing; and 

• other water sports which are capable of improving physical health and fitness. 

3. Recipients of Grants & Subsidies  

The recipients of grants awarded by DSC may be Members, the children of Members, and  
other individuals who are keen and interested in sailing (that is, those who are not yet 
Members i.e. ‘New Members’);  and the recipients of subsidies will be other not-for-profit 
organisations that wish to promote participation in the sport of sailing. 

Generally grants and subsidies are for individuals living in, and not-for-profit organisations 
operating in, the Thames Valley and the surrounding area. 

4. Purpose of Grants & Subsidies 

a. Grants may be awarded to Members, or the dependent children of Members, for the 
purpose of: 

i. Obtaining qualifications or certification for teaching/coaching as a sailing 
instructor/coach or for performance of first aid or safety duties in respect of sailing 
activities;  

ii. Enabling participation by the dependent children (aged under 18) of members in 
Regional or National level sail training activities or trials; and/or 

iii. Enabling participation by the dependent children (aged under 18) of members in 
Regional or National level competitive sailing events. 

b. Grants may be awarded to Members or New Members to reduce the annual membership 
fees or membership joining fees for those on, or temporarily on, low income or who are 
otherwise in financial hardship. 

c. Subsidies may be awarded to other not-for-profit organisations that promote 
participation in the sport of sailing, for the purpose of allowing their members to take part 
in sailing at DSC.  
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5. Size of Grants & Subsidies 
 
Grants to Members, children of Members and New Members will be:  
 
a. Grants of up to 50% of certification, or training/coaching costs, to a maximum of £250, 

may be awarded; 
 

b. Grants of up to £140 towards participation costs may be awarded; 
 

c. Grants of up to 50% of membership fees may be awarded; and/or 
 
d. Grants of up to 100% of joining fees may be awarded.  

The precise level of any grant awarded to those on a low income/in financial hardship will 
depend on what is appropriate for the individual/family, based on means testing. 

Subsidies to not-for-profit organisations will enable those organisations to access the facilities 
and training services on behalf of their own members at a cost equivalent to the fees charged 
to DSC’s members (which, in the case of training fees, are at least 50% lower than those 
charged by commercial training establishments). 

 
6. Applications for Grants & Subsidies 

 
Applications for grants and subsidies should be made to the Membership Secretary or to the 
Training Principal whose contact details are available on the Club’s website at 
www.dorchestersailingclub.org.uk/contact-us/. 

Grant applications by Members and New Members must: 

• Specify who is applying for the grant;  

• Outline the nature of the support applied for (joining fees; membership fees; and/or 
certification, training/coaching or participation costs); and (if relevant) 

• Provide the necessary financial information1 as evidence of low income and financial 
hardship to enable DSC to carry out appropriate means-testing assessment. 
 

Applicants for grants towards certification, training/coaching or participation costs must 
demonstrate a commitment to the Club acceptable to the grant committee and the trustees. 
 
Subsidy applications by not-for-profit organisations must: 

 

• Specify who is applying for the grant; and 

• Outline the nature of the support applied for (including details of the proposed numbers 
who would like to take part in sailing and the proposed frequency of participation). 

 

  

                                                           
1 This may comprise, inter alia, payslips, bank statements, correspondence with social services or HMRC, etc. 

http://www.dorchestersailingclub.org.uk/contact-us/
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Grant & Subsidy Making Process 

All grant and subsidy requests will go through the following process: 

• Assessment to determine whether the application should be short-listed for support by the 
Membership Secretary or the Training Principal;  

• Review of the assessment and recommendation by a sub-committee of the board of Trustees; 

• Ratification of the decision by a Trustee or a person acting with delegated authority.  

DSC aims to respond to all applicants within three months of their written application. 

Variations to this Policy 

The Main Committee of Trustees may vary the terms of this policy from time to time.  

This policy has been reviewed, approved and endorsed by the  Trustees on 6th February 2018 and will 
be reviewed, approved and endorsed by the Trustees on an annual basis or as appropriate.  

 


